
Considering Library 
Policies for Youth 



“A person’s right to use a library 
should not be denied or abridged 
because of origin, age, background, 
or views.” 

From ALA’s Library Bill of Rights



Carefully consider every restriction on access to, and use of, 
library resources, based solely on the chronological age, 
apparent maturity, educational level, literacy skills, emancipatory 
or other legal status including youth experiencing homelessness. 

Access to Library Resources and Services for Minors: An Interpretation of the Library Bill of Rights: 

https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/librarybill/interpretations/minors



From: Project READY: Reimagining Equity & Access for Diverse Youth



Consider the following policies and 
any differences based on age.
Consider how policies based on age 
may be exclusionary especially 
those specific to teens.



Policies affecting youth

“All people, regardless of origin, age, background, or views, possess a 
right to privacy and confidentiality in their library use.”

Privacy



Card Restrictions and Fines

The right to use a library includes free access to, and unrestricted use 
of, all the services, materials, and facilities the library has to offer. 

Policies affecting youth



Unaccompanied Minors

Policies affecting youth

• Often, older siblings (teens and tweens) are responsible for 
supervising their younger siblings while their parents are at work.

• Consider how policies could affect teenage parents from bringing 
their children into the library.
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